THE EASTERN QUESTION

tions, the second way of dealing with the Eastern Question might
come into operation.

It consisted equally in agreeing and working cordially together
to maintain the peace of Europe not by upholding the territorial
status quo but by amicably settling what should be done with
Turkey to satisfy the Powers concerned, instead of going to war
about it.

He would be the last man to stand in the way of any reasonable
arrangement that would secure the blessings of peace in Europe
for a long series of years. He could do so with the better grace
since Germany, being territorially saturated, had nothing to
claim in return from her neighbours but peace and goodwill for
her services. Indeed, he would not even allow dynastic interests
to interfere, and he would recall Prince Charles of Hohenzollern
from Rumania if his presence stood in the way of any really
desirable pacific settlement.

To obtain the friendly co-operation of France in a pacific
settlement of the Eastern Question as also that of Italy, he
would gladly with the consent of H.M.G. meet their wishes half
way, whatever they were*

These were, generally speaking, his present ideas on the
Eastern Question subject to confidential discussion with H.M.G.
if things went wrong, and the Bosnian insurrection was not
crushed before next spring.

I thanked Prince Bismarck for the frankness with which he had
communicated his views to me and asked whether he could
specify in what manner his allies would want to deal with
European Turkey if things came to the worst.

He said he could not nor would he raise so delicate and so
dangerous a subject by inquiry before its discussion became
unavoidable.

I asked whether Germany would not object to Russia holding
the mouths of the Danube.

Prince Bismarck said that Germany could afford to be in-
different to any territorial arrangement in E. Turkey so long as
her friends were satisfied and peace secured. All he wanted at
present was the power to communicate freely and frankly with
Your Lordship when he saw rocks ahead, and the assurance that
he might reckon on the co-operation of H.M.G. in trying to
steer clear of them.

The impression left on my mind by this conversation is that
Prince Bismarck has no positive or fixed plan of action yet in his
mind, but wishes to be prepared for any contingency, as he rather